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by Annette Lisk 

Interact is a youth service group, affiliated with Rotary International, specifically the Nelson Day 

Breakers. We are proud to provide service to our school, Slocan Valley Community and Nelson. One of 

the group's students remarked, “I find, being in Interact, I’ve gained many new skills. I find it fulfilling to 

support others in my community and be a role model, projecting the importance of service.”-Annette 

Lisk.  Not only do our members show passion for service locally, but have travelled internationally.  

Our club has goals to stop unnecessary paper towel waste in our school. Recycle bins have been placed 

in the Home Economics room, helping to emphasize responsible use of paper towels as an aspect of 

citizenship.  Cooperation between Foods classes, teachers and the Leadership class has resulted in a 

dramatic reduction in paper towel waste. The club is now researching the feasibility of automatic hand 

driers in the bathrooms, another place where tremendous paper towel consumption occurs. “With 

support from our peers and teachers, we have found this the be another reason why we are proud to call 

ourselves Wildcats.” –Rose Leslie  

In past years, the school has provided labour and financial support to a children's home in Oaxaca, 

Mexico. While we don't travel there this year, we continue to provide financial support. Over the 

holidays, we raised over $1000, selling Fair Trade products and cookies at 

the EcoSociety holiday fair Kootenay Savings Credit Union (S. Slocan 

branch). “We find our community provides us with the support we need 

to accomplish our goals. As a group we would like to say thank you!”-

Matthew Stockerl 

Interactors Annette Lisk, Sian Nielsen and Rotaractor Dana Knapik bring awareness to 

Social Justice - selling fair trade products that bring greater prosperity to the farmers and 

producers - at EcoSociety's annual holiday faire.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Along with an emphasis on Justice through Fair Trade sales, we 

again baked Christmas treats for both the Nelson Food Cupboard 

and Salvation Army Christmas hampers. Our group, side-by-side with 

Rotarians, baked over a hundred dozen cookies, providing cookies 

for 150 hampers. “They were long baking days.” Explains Zoey Kim. 

“But I was happy to provide my time to this great cause.” 

Rotarian, Andy Leathwood, past graduates Savannah Nielsen,  

Katie Szabo and Dana Knapik and current members Annette Lisk,  

Zoe Kim and Rose Leslie bake up dozens of delicious cookies!  

 

Our club has also partnered with the Slocan Valley Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL). We took 

part in both the Amnesty Write for Rights Campaign and an Intergenerational Cafe.  We were pleased 

with the letter campaign results - 122 letters mailed out! We also had a lot of fun preparing the lunch for 

the cafe. While sharing the meal, we swapped stories with Passmore senior citizens. We were 

astonished by the way day-to-day living has changed. “Sitting down with the seniors most certainly 

enriched my day. I enjoyed listening and interacting with the people at my table and hope to have more 

opportunities like this in the future.”-Kara Smith  

    
 

  

 

 

 

As much as we love being active out in the greater community, we enjoy our 

time serving within our school. We dedicate time to serving hot lunches. In 

addition, we try to plan social activities (i.e. movies, dances) to meet student 

interest.  Overall, we want to emphasize that we enjoy what we are doing! 

 
Mt. Sentinel Interactors Kara Smith, Hannah Abbey, Makenna Gill, Sian Nielsen, Matthew 

Stockerl, Annette Lisk, Rose Leslie (including Samantha Soukeroff, Zoe Kim and Micaela Sawyer, 

missing in these photos), whip up some delicious menu items for the weekly hot lunch provided 

by the club.  


