
Jim Reimer became Club President July 1, 2012, 
providing leadership to a strong and energetic Exec-
utive and a dynamic and active club. Reimer feels 
humbled and privileged to be invited to serve as 
President. “It is a huge honor to be a part of the 
strong tradition of service that Nelson Daybreak 
Rotary club offers to the community.”  The 32 
member breakfast club that meets every Tuesday in 
the Hume Hotel is a model rotary club; exemplify-
ing the Rotarian motto “service above self.” Histori-
cally, the club has been active both locally and inter-
nationally. The list of service to the local communi-
ty is impressive; including, but limited to: spear 
heading the mural project on the bridge, building 
the Cottonwood Creek Bridge, removing unwanted 
graffiti, planting flowers and supporting the rose garden. In addition the club supports 
causes like Souls for Soles, Our Daily Bread, LVR Grads and students at Mt Sentinel 
Quest program, Meals on Wheels, Salvation Army, Streetcar Society, sponsored youth 
to leadership development camps and a variety of other good causes. In addition to this 
impressive list, Nelson Daybreak is active internationally as well. The local Club has 
supported children in Haiti, Guatemala and Honduras, raised funds to eradicate polio, 
provide disaster relief through the Shelter Box program, and provide cleft palate sur-
gery in India, supplied a teacher salary and help build houses in Haiti and supported the 
poor in Mexican poor.  

When Jim was asked what he hoped to achieve he cited three goals:  

To continue and enhance the good work Nelson Daybreak already does both lo-
cally and internationally.  

To see the Skate park funding realized and the project built 

To strengthen relationships between Rotary clubs within the region, with hope of 
working cooperatively both locally and internationally. 

“The Skate park is a long overdue, necessary piece of infrastructure a progressive com-
munity like Nelson needs to rectify. Hopefully Nelson Daybreak Rotary club can 
add its resources to other community minded groups and individuals and get this 
thing done,” says Reimer.  
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With Peace through Service as 
our Motto this coming year, I know 
we will do our part, through the 
clubs local and international pro-
jects, to build Peace.    I want to 
thank you for building Peace in our 
clubs and communities through 
Fellowship meetings that you have 
arranged for my visit.  I am excited 
to be invited to be a part of many of 
your club and community events 
and get to spend time in fellowship 
with Rotarians, their families, and 
their communities as we do hands 
on projects together.   This is what 
Service above Self means to me.  

District Governor Michelle Lee 
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The 2011/12 Year in Retrospect:  A celebration  

Marilyn Miller, President 
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Our club developed two clear priorities for this Rotary year.    They were to focus 
upon New Generation support and activities and on local Community projects.  The 
club showed exemplary focus and commitment to both priorities throughout the 
entire year. 

Thank you all.   Every club member truly exemplified service and fellowship. You 
have all contributed to a most productive year, and for me personally a trouble-
free one.  Working together we have tackled much and succeeded in all we set out 
to do. 

Our Youth initiatives included the expansion to a full Interact club at Mt. Sentinel 
School, involving socially committed students from grades 7 to 12.   These students 
devoted themselves to many varied local enhancement projects and also supported 
our club’s fundraising and project activities.  It is a joy and an inspiration to listen to 
these students articulate their dedication to positive goal-centered actions, and 
also to work along side them sharing in their youthful enthusiasm and vigour.   The 
Quest for Community aspect of the Interact club also travelled to Oaxaca, Mexico 
to learn about the local communities there and to volunteer at several projects, 
most notably the home for children who are discriminated against.  

The  Celebration Of Youth dinner was a huge success.  Students from both Mt. Sen-
tinel and LVR shared their projects aimed at making living a bit easier for many dis-
enfranchised people.  Our club also made financial contributions to support the 

work of these dedicated and creative students.  A special thank you to Andy Leathwood, Geolyn Matei-Hansen and 
to Mike McIndoe. 

The idea of a mural designed and executed by youth came to fruition this year as well.  Our club was a prime mover 
in the planning and support for the artistic beautification of the bridge abutment, viewed for Rotary Lakeside Park.  
We worked on the mural in partnership with The City Police, the Ministry of Transportation, the Arts Council, Joy 
Barrett, the City Cultural coordinator, the City Youth Centre, as well as the mentor artists Amber and Sergio Santos,  
This endeavour, like the others involving youth, benefit both the youth involved and the community as well.  Lara 
Ellenwood is to be especially commended for her dedication to the mural.   

Then there is the skate park.  Starting with the raffle in the Autumn, then on to the Sk8fest evening, a burger and 
beer night, the donation/square foot campaign and now hot dog sales, our club has dedicated many of our activities 
this full year to the construction of an outdoor skateboard park for Nelson and Community.  Significant progress has 
been made in raising the funds for the project.  The goal is now within sight.  Special thanks to Geolyn, Sandra Eng-
land and Sheila Hart for their efforts on these initiatives.  

In association with the noon Rotary club, we are sponsoring three RYLA (Youth Leadership training) delegates and 
providing a lunch in the park.  Dave Douglas has been awarded a plaque for his nearly three decades of devotion to 
enhancing youth leadership.   

Community beautification and enhancement being a priority, our club has continued the defacement eradication 
program, the highway entrance clean up, maintenance of the Cottonwood bridge and Gazebo garden,  and flower 
planting on the boulevard.  
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The Rotary Youth Leadership Award camp held annually during the first week of July at Selkirk Col-

lege, Castlegar has 3 graduates from  the Nelson area. Pictured left to right are Jaya Ducharme of the 

Slocan Valley, Heather Kramer and Erin Rolleman of Nelson. Rotary Club of Nelson Daybreak mem-

bers were actively involved in this intense leadership seminar; Dave Douglas (left) completed his 29th 

year of service at RYLA  and Sheila Hart (right)  was thrilled to enjoy her second appointment to 

RYLA. The 52 campers from Washington, Idaho and BC were joined by international campers from 

Holland, the Philippines and Australia. While enjoying the unique RYLA culture, campers explored 

awareness of others, dealing with conflict, dealing with change, behavioural styles in communication, 

family communication, relationships, grieving, goal setting and qualities of effective leaders. The 

spirit of competition and cooperation between the US and Canada was explored through sport and 

cultural interaction. Featured speakers included a number of well known names from Nelson includ-

ing Dr. Bill Reid, Charlie Zirk, Steve Bareham, Isabelle Herzig and Dr. Helen Beresford and Tom 

Hierck. For more information about the 2013 RYLA awards visit the Rotary District 5080 website.  
  
 

RYLA 2012 
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 
As we review the Presidential Citation requirements for 2012-2013, it appears that our club is well on the way to 
completing required and additional activities under the category of Strengthening Our Club and Increasing Our 
Service. Of course there is always the membership challenge of a net increase of one.  The real challenge for this 

year will be to meet the Presidential Challenge. RI Pres-
ident Sakuji Tanaka challenges clubs to conduct a club 
or community peace forum or a service project focussed 
on peace. This will definitely take a bit of planning and thought.  

 To help with the thinking, Rotary International is holding 3 Global 
Peace Forums. The first will be held in Berlin, Germany from Novem-
ber 30 – December 2 and is entitled Peace Without Borders. This exam-
ines the role of democracy in building peace and promotes opportunities 
for all people to engage one another in international understanding and 

cooperation. The second forum will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii from January 25-27 and is called The Green Path to Peace. It fo-
cusses on conserving and protecting our shared environmental resources. It has a special emphasis on New Generations. The third 
forum is in Hiroshima, Japan from May 17-18 and it provides an opportunity to explore ways in which each of us has the power to 
promote peace in our daily lives and in our own community.  

On a more local note, the 80th Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park Assembly will be held from Sept. 13-16 at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Kalispell, Montana. This is hosted by the Flathead Valley-area Rotary Clubs of Montana. It includes hikes, tours of 
local artisans, entertainment, discussions about Glacier’s Wolverines, Retreating Glaciers and the impact on Ecosystems, Hot Top-
ics on Glacier’s Resource Management, RYE  meetings with the Parks Superintendents and the Hands Across the Border Ceremony 
that will commemorate the world’s first International Peace Park that Rotary brought together as a beacon of international peace.  

To help with the club’s planning RI has provided some information about potential peace activities.  

Hold a club or district peace forum. Organize a forum in the community and invite non-Rotarians to participate. Suggested 
themes: 

Urban peace discussions focussing on conflict mediation and resolution.  Invite marginalized groups.  

Collaborate with local organizations on a joint project to promote peace and conflict prevention in the community. 

Hold a forum that involves Interact members, RYE and RYLA participants and challenges them to promote peace in their 
everyday lives. 

Discuss and share strategies for helping young people deal with common sources of conflict, such as gang violence and bul-
lying. 

Recognize immigrants who have made a difference in the community.  

Organize a Community Peace Forum – Partner with local municipalities and other community institutions to undertake a 
public event that symbolizes your club’s dedication to advancing world understanding and peace.  

Establish an international twin club partnership and consider undertaking a joint project to promote peaceful relations 
between countries. (What about Nelson, NZ?) 

Sponsor A Rotary Peace Fellow Scholarship 

Support a service project that addresses the root causes of conflict – Develop a project that addresses one or more caus-
es of conflict including disease, illiteracy, hunger, poverty and scarce environmental resources. 

So, the challenge is out – what do we want to do to meet the Presidential Challenge and who is prepared to lead the way?? 

  

 
For some local initiative check out:                                                                                                    

http://selkirk.ca/research/mir-centre-for-peace/peacevoicenewsletter/ 

http://selkirk.ca/research/mir-centre-for-peace/peacevoicenewsletter/





