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District Conference – Colville Style – June 6-8, 2013 

Registration is now open for the District 5080 Confer-

ence that will be held in Colville, WA from June 6-8. Reg-

istration can be done on-line through the Rotary District 

5080 website. Go to the events listing on the right hand 

side and click on District Conference. The fee is $150.00 

per person for conference event activities.  

Thursday June 6 is the day for Poker Golf, Poker Walk 

and the Opening Night Reception. 

Friday June 7 will be a full day of sessions. Home hospi-

tality, always a high-light will be held in the evening. 

Saturday June 8 will be another full day of sessions fol-

lowed by the Closing Night Hoe-Down.  

There is a special rate for non-conference participants 

who want to attend the Opening Reception ($30.00) or 

the Closing Night Hoe Down ($35.00).  

This conference will have an International flair to it as 

the Brazilian Group Study Exchange Team and the Bra-

z i l i a n  R o t a r y 

Friendship Ex-

change Team will 

be in attendance, 

as will a Rotary 

Friendship Ex-

change Team from 

Pakistan. The RFE 

teams are the re-

ciprocating part of 

exchanges being done between February – March 2012. 

Here more about DG Michelle’s team of volunteers who 

experienced working in a Polio National Immunization 

Day in Pakistan. 

Colville 
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New Member Profile: Alan Inkster 
 
I am a retired teacher and worked my entire 32 year 
career in Nelson, starting at South Nelson Elemen-
tary before moving to Trafalgar and then on to the 
Distance Education School of the Kootenays. I have 
been married to Lorna for 33 years and have two 
adult sons. Our family loves living in Nelson and we 
appreciate the many cultural and recreational activi-
ties this unique little town offers.  I enjoy cross coun-
try skiing in the winter and golf in the summer. My 
indoor activities include an addiction to cryptic 
crosswords and the board game called variously go, 
in Japan, weiqui, in China, or Baduk in Korea. I also 
enjoy travelling and Lorna and I are looking forward 
to a trip to New York and Europe later this year. 
I am also looking forward to the opportunities Rotary 
affords to become involved globally and locally with 
service projects and to learn more about events and 
organizations in my community and around the 
world. 
 

RYE Student 1999-2000 

 Maria Tapia 

News from Maria Tapia, our RYE in 1999-

2000. Maria has completed her degree in 

Dentistry as has her husband David. They 

are now working in David's father's well es-

tablished  dental practice. Their home is  in 

La Michos Mexico, which is on the Sea of 

Cortez and close to the famous Copper 

Canyon of Mexico. Their latest news is that 

they are expecting their first child. They 

also recently hosted Dr. Nelson Ames and 

Gail who were much beloved host parents 

for Maria during her time in Nelson. Maria 

can be reached at e-mail: 

 tapiamaria@hotmail.com  

Dr. Nelson Ames and Gail  

Maria and David 

Alan Inkster 

mailto:tapiamaria@hotmail.com
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Mount Sentinel says, “Think Before you Drink!”  

By: Katie Szabo 

Mount Sentinel Secondary’s Interact Club was founded in the 2011/12 school year by Ruby Payne 

and students.  Our mandate is service, both locally and globally.  We are affiliated with Nelson Day-

break Rotary member, Andy Leathwood, as our sponsor.  We realize that our actions can make a 

difference.   

Our first initiative was to eliminate bottled water from our school.  This task was led by 2012 gradu-

ate Dana Knapik.  After participating in a group called Development and Peace, Dana learned 

about all the negative effects of bottled water.    

“Aside from the ridiculous prices we'll pay for something that is often no more than municipal tap 

water in a pretty package, plastic bottles are polluting our environment and risking our health!” Da-

na said.  

Dana’s solution was to apply for a grant to purchase a special water fountain that would fill bottles, 

count the plastic saved, and even filter the school’s metallic tasting water.  Her application was a 

success and we were one step closer to her vision of a bottled water free school.   

This fall, our club continued with an awareness campaign to educate the school about the harmful 

effects of bottled water.  With our slogan, “think before you drink,” we received further support 

from our school’s PAC and finally raised enough funds to purchase the new fountain.  It was suc-

cessfully installed on Nov. 8th, thanks to the talented crew from SD8’s maintenance department.  

“I am so happy that this year's Interact club is continuing to bring awareness to this important so-

cial justice and environmental initiative.” Dana said.  

Now, we are ready for our last step, removing bottled water from our vending machines.  With this 

almost complete, there are still many other projects we are taking on.  Our 7 members, Katie 

Szabo, Savannah Nielsen, An-

nette Lisk, Danielle Vernon, Kara 

Smith, Sian Nielsen, Lena Price 

and our new teacher sponsor Ka-

thi Knapik, will continue to help 

locally and we have plans to pro-

vide a global service as well.  Our 

group plans to travel to Oaxaca, 

Mexico to install a solar water 

heater in an orphanage called Hi-

jos de la Luna.  With this trip tak-

ing place in only a few months, 

we have quickly begun fundrais-

ing by selling baked goods and 

fair trade products at school.  We 

are truly making a difference. 

Anyone wanting to contribute to the fundraising efforts of this year’s group, please contact the 

c lub  at  i n te ract mts ent ine l@g mai l .co m o r  v is i t  our  web si te :  h t tp : / /

mtsentinelinteractclub.yolasite.com/. 
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HOSTS “DOWN UNDER” JUST LOVE TO HOST AC-

CORDING TO SHEILA HART OF THE ROTARY CLUB 

OF NELSON DAYBREAK IN NELSON, BC, CANADA 

(DISTRICT 5080) & ITHF VP FOR CANADA 

I’ve known it for a long time – hosts “down under” just 

love to host. District 5080 has completed a record 

number of RFE exchanges in Australia. Many Rotari-

ans who support their District’s RFE program are also 

ITHF members.  In November and December 2012, my 

husband Bill and I again experienced the joys of being 

hosted “down under”.  

Our Brisbane Hosts 

Lorraine and Howard 

Pickering of Chapel Hill 

in Brisbane hosted us 

for a day. Lorraine, an 

e x c e l l e n t  d r i v e r , 

clocked 400klm show-

ing us the sights south 

of Brisbane. Numinbah 

Valley in the Gold Coast 

hinterland,  includes the 

Natural Bridge and glow worm caves in Springbrook 

National Park.  Trails led us through vegetation such 

as the Walking Stick Ferns and Strangling Figs. We 

headed to Byron Bay, the most easterly aspect of Aus-

tralia. The Jacaranda, Poinciana and Flame Trees 

were in full bloom. Byron Bay is spectacular with the 

Cape Byron Light House built in 1899 & lovely beach-

es. We also enjoyed Rainbow Beach, Coolangatta  & 

Burleigh Beach. 

As the day was 

drawing to an end, 

we picked up fa-

mously delicious 

Yatala Meat Pies 

and headed back 

to Brisbane. 

Our Sydney Hosts 

Brian and Jillian 

Lawrenson wel-

comed us as we disembarked the plane and took us to 

their lovely condo at Breakfast Point. This spectacular 

and historic part of Sydney has been completely rede-

veloped, from the Australian Gaslight Company, into a 

multi-faceted housing development replete with swim-

ming pools, a central green, club house, tennis courts 

etc.  We spent many hours 

chatting with our hosts who 

are seasoned travellers and 

give lectures on cruise 

ships. Their presentation 

about Travels on the Silk 

Road resulted in us trying 

on a vast collection of color-

ful hats. We viewed the 

lights of the city and a dis-

play of fire-works. We en-

joyed seeing Sydney's’ 

parks, headlands, mansions 

and beautiful beaches. Only 

a local could so skilfully 

drive on the winding narrow roads 

Hosting on a Day in Port in Auckland 

We rekindled old ITHF and RFE relationships during 

our day with Malcolm and Patricia Vassiere & Alan and 

Joy Boniface; of Warkworth. Our duo of hosting cou-

ples had an additional surprise for us as Jean Dicken-

son, who hosted us with her late husband Brian in 

2005, joined us for the day. The Auckland Botanic Gar-

dens was worth visiting especially when “islanders” 

were using the site for a wedding. The New Zealand 

War Birds Centre at Ardmore is dedicated to the 

preservation and operation of ex-military aircraft 

which are kept in flying condition. It was great fun 

watching Harvard airplanes being used as trainers 

while we lunched 

on Kiwi specials 

such as corn frit-

ters and a 

m a n g o / k i w i 

drink. The drive 

through the New 

Zealand country-

side to the near-

by town of Cleve-

don was enchanting, as was the Clevedon Woolshed.  

Thank you to our hosts who provided opportunities to 

see places that one would never get to visit as an ordi-

nary tourist.  

Sheila and Bill Hart of Nelson, BC, Canada (District 

5080) 

To learn more about the International Travel and Host-

ing Fellowship of Rotary go to www.ithf.org  

http://www.ithf.org/


Rotary Club of Nelson Daybreak                                                                                                  January-February 2013 

5 

COMMUNITY CONNECT 

 

What an incredible 
day! 

 

Community Connect 
Day in Nelson, hosted 
by the Nelson Commit-
tee on Homelessness, 
was held for the third 
year, in November, 
2012. 

 

Nelson Daybreak Rotarians, Jim Reimer, Marilyn 
Miller, Marilyn Lawrence, Sandra England, Pat 
Gibson, and Kelly Newhouse participated in this 
extraordinary day at the Central School gym. 

 

Service groups in Nelson, working in our com-
munity to assist those living with poverty, came 
together to provide free services for the day as 
well as to provide information about services 
available and how to access them.  So, an indi-
vidual (adult or child) could line up for a free hair 
cut from Nelson stylists, have a massage from 
local therapists, receive a free bag of root vege-
tables from the Food Cupboard, sit with Dr. M. 
Osepchook for a dental checkup and helpful 
dental advice, and be given a free eye exam 
from our own optometrist, Kelly Newhouse.  
Kelly reported that her day was “very busy”!  

 

There were creative activities for children – 

many had their faces transformed into all sorts 
of creatures.  There were racks of free clothing 
for all ages and sizes.  Local musicians showed 
their talent with ongoing music and singing.   

 

A number of additional agencies such as CARES 
and Community Services had setup booths for 
information about supportive services in the 
community.  

 

But, best of all, was the food table, manned by 
Sandra, the two Marilyns, Pat, and Jim.  With 
several large pots of hearty borscht, buns, and 
sour cream, trucked over from Our Daily Bread 
by Marilyn M. and Jim, pizza from Thor’s, cook-
ies from the Kootenay Bakery, and oranges and 
cookies from Save-On, this spot was a popular 
place.  What was most appreciated were the 
‘continuous carafes of COFFEE’ provided by 
Our Daily Bread. 
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Minister of  International Cooperation 

Outlines Canada’s Support for Polio 

Eradication 

In response to a letter written by club member 

Sheila Hart to our Member of Parliament, Alex 

Atamanenko, in August 2012, Canada’s Minister 

of International Cooperation outlined in a letter 

of Nov. 6, 2012, Canada’s strong support of the 

Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI). The 

Hon. Julian Fantino, PC, MP stated, “ Most re-

cently, I participated in a high-level polio event 

with Rotary, the Gates Foundation and WHO, 

held on Sept. 27, 2012, where I announced that 

the Canadian International Development Agency 

will match donations to Rotary Canada. The 

Gates Foundation has also committed to a 

matching mechanism. Our government will pro-

vide up to $1 million as part of a polio eradica-

tion fundraising initiative in partnership with Ro-

tary Canada. This initiative provides an oppor-

tunity to generate awareness and engage Cana-

dians, through Rotary Canada’s demonstrated 

efforts in polio eradication. It is important to en-

sure that Canadian investment and support for 

polio eradication is achieving results and is 

guided by the principles of accountability and 

transparency. Canada encourages its G8 part-

ners to increase their efforts toward polio eradi-

cation and invites all other countries that are not 

doing so already to support the GPEI. Canada 

will continue to work through international initia-

tives such as 

GPEI, in partner-

ship with govern-

ments and or-

ganizations such 

as yours, to com-

bat polio.” 
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HELPING ROTARY’S POLIO ERADICATION 

CHALLENGE – OUR GOAL - $2000. 

Since 1985, Rotary has been committed to the 
eradication of polio throughout the world. Since 
that day, Rotary has made immense progress. In 
less than 25 years, Rotary has taken polio out of 
all but three countries, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Nigeria. For a full time-line perspective on 
polio’s impact on our world, please check out 
this web-link: http://www.rotary.org/En/
ServiceandFellowhip/Polio/Timeline/Pages/
ridefault.aspx  
Here in Nelson, both Rotary clubs have been ac-

tive in raising funds to eradicate this disease. 

There have been local Rotarians who have trav-

eled to some far-off countries to participate in a 

National Immunization Day where teams visit a 

village and give the oral drops of vaccine to chil-

dren. The final push is on now.  

The Nelson Daybreak Rotary Club is challenging 

its members to make a pledge, and is inviting 

community members to do the same.  Our goal is 

to raise $2000 towards Polio Eradication. The 

challenge: There are many things we do be-

cause we enjoy the activity. For some it is skiing, 

golf or some other form of exercise. Others en-

joy reading, or perhaps geocaching is your pas-

sion. We are able to do these enjoyable past-

times because we are not burdened with the dis-

ease Polio. When you participate in “whatever” 

you do, please consider putting aside $2 in grati-

tude for your ability and at the middle of March 

contribute what you have accumulated towards 

polio eradication. Your contributions will earn 

you a charitable tax receipt. You will also be in 

better shape, or better whatever it is you chose 

to do. This is being called The Polio Eradication 

Whatever Challenge or as it is affectionately 

known by club members PEWC. 

Its just over 50 years since the oral vaccine to 
eliminate polio was discovered, and the world 
has come a long way in combating the disease. 
For more information on polio, please check out 
http://www.endpolio.org For more information 
on the Rotary Club of Nelson Daybreak’s Polio 
Eradication Challenge, contact Lorne West-
nedge.  

Haiti Arise 
Our President reports that a team from Nelson 
will be travelling to Haiti Arise in Grand Coave 
Haiti to continue work on the medical clinic and 
the school. Locals from Kootenay Christian Fel-
lowship include Betty and Wayne Hohn, Jim 
Reimer, Ken Rae and Cathy McBride. KCF has 
raised enough money  through  KCF AND com-
munity donations to build  three house as part of 
the  EACHone BUILDone program. Rotary Club 
of Nelson Daybreak is forwarding funding for 
one teacher at the school. Funds were raised at 
the very successful International Tasting Faire 
held at the Best Western in October. Visit the 
haitiarise website to discover other opportuni-
ties to assist the work of this organization such 
as i) Buy a Pig-$60-$100; ii) Sponsor a Child in 
School for $35 /month or $250 per year (note 
several Nelsonites and Rotarians are already 
doing this iii) Each One Build One continues to 
work hard to provide accommodations for peo-
ple who have been living in tents for the past 3 
years – cost of a house is $6000 iv) the Goat pro-
ject is about to begin again – buy a goat and well 
to build an economically sustainable industry 

and v) the Children’s Village is in the planning 
stages and needs considerable financial sup-
port; it will provide homes for malnourished ill 
children abandoned by their impoverished par-
ents. For more information visit the Haiti Arise 
web site.   

http://www.rotary.org/En/ServiceandFellowhip/Polio/Timeline/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/En/ServiceandFellowhip/Polio/Timeline/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/En/ServiceandFellowhip/Polio/Timeline/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.endpolio.org
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RYE: Leonard Batubara 
 

First of all Happy New year! For the last 3 

months i was pretty busy with school. I'm in 

Swiss German University now and taking Inter-

national Business along with my sister and 

cousin. The funny thing is, that we did not plan to 

take the same major and I'm in the same class 

with my sister hahaha. 

 

The best thing in 2012 was Luca and my friend, 

Jae Tak (My friend from LVR) visited me for holi-

day. Luca was the one who arrived first, but I 

have to leave Luca in Jakarta to go to Bandung 

(3 hours from Jakarta) to prepare the orientation 

week for the kids who are going abroad. The ori-

entation 

took 3 days, 

but I have to 

be in Ban-

dung 4 days 

before the 

orientation 

week to set 

up the run-

downs, ho-

tels, and so 

on. So, my dad took Luca to a Thousand Island 

with my uncle. Few days later Luca and my sister 

came to Bandung to attend the orientation. We 

had so much fun on that weekend. The day after 

we got back from the orientation we pick up Jae 

at the airport. After we got home we book the 

first flight to Bali. In Bali we stayed at my uncle’s 

house. The first week we hang out with my 

friend’s family. We went snorkeling, jet skiing, 

para sailing, etc. My friend also took me to a se-

cret beach in Bali. On the way there, we visited 

the “Garuda Wisnu Kencana” statue. Then we 

head on to the beach. The beach was holding a 

surfing competition, se we stay there for a while 

and watch it. We really enjoy our time. The day 

before Luca and Jae go home, my mom invited 

us all to have a 

dinner at Die 

Stube “A Ger-

man restau-

rant.” 

 

I am also volun-

teering in the 

Youth Ex-

change Pro-

gram you can 

find the photos 

attached and I 

moved to a new house, we spent Christmas and 

New Year’s Eve here. 

Well that’s all I can say, I really hope I can come 

back to Nelson again and meet you guys again 

and I promise that I 

will come back one 

day. 

 

Best regards 

Leonard Batubara 
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ROTARY CLUB OF NELSON DAY-
BREAK PROMOTES PEACE 

THROUGH SERVICE 
 
As part of the ‘Peace Through Service’ initiative 
of Rotary International President Sakuji Tanaka, 
the Rotary Club of Nelson Daybreak has com-
mitted $200 to support the efforts of two new 
Canadian women to promote peace in Burma 
(Myanmar), their country of origin.  
 
Last June, Hsa Moo and Htoo Paw, came to Nel-
son from refugee camps on the border of Burma 
and Thailand where the Karen people have been 
forced from their homes and villages for dec-
ades by the Burmese military government.  As 
new Canadian citizens, they wish to continue 
their work of empowering communities to pro-
mote peace and human rights in Burma while 
pursuing their own studies at Selkirk College. 
 
Before immigrating to Canada, Htoo Paw 
worked with women’s organizations to promote 
the health, education and livelihoods of people 
in the refugee camps. She continues to provide 
translation services for these organizations 
while enrolled as a full time student in the Peace 

tudies Program at Selkirk College and working 
at the Busaba Thai restaurant in Nelson. 
 
Hsa Moo worked in radio communications in 
Burma before coming to Canada. She is inter-
ested in making films that document and raise 
awareness of the 
continued threats 
to the security, 
human rights and 
livelihoods of peo-
ple Burma.  She 
plans to pursue 
studies in Commu-
nications after 
completing her 
English require-
ments.  
 
This financial sup-
port will enable 
Hsa Moo and Htoo 
Paw to continue 
working towards a 
resolution of conflict through grass roots organ-
izations in Burma while living, working and stud-
ying in Canada. They will be pleased to present 
the results of their efforts to the club following 
their final exams in April. 

 TERRY HODKINS, WRAP-A-SMILE FOUNDER 

AWARDED SERVICE ABOVE SELF AWARD 

The relationship between Rotary District 5080 

and Wrap-A-Smile started during Rotary’s Cen-

tennial year. Sheila Hart read an article of inter-

est in Quilter’s Magazine  in 2004 about Rotarian 

Terry Hodkins of Wells, Maine who initiated the 

collection of quilts so that each patient receiv-

ing surgery as part of a Rotaplast (Rotary Plas-

tic Surgeons) mission received a quilt. This initi-

ative has been an outstanding success. Terry 

has been recognized for collecting quilts from 

every state in the US and most Canadian prov-

inces. The quilters in D5080 have supported this 

initiative with hundreds and hundreds of quilts 

since Rotary’s Centennial Year in 2005. For Ro-

tarians of District 5080 who serve as Rotaplast 

Team Members, it is a thrill to see the smiles on 

patients’ faces when they are provided with a 

colorful quilt.  

 Sheila was thrilled to recently receive an e-mail 

from Terry that shared her joy in being awarded 

a Service Above Self Award by Rotary Interna-

tional. Nominations are made by Past District 

Governors, District Governorsand RI Directors.  

Apparently 149 out of 370 nominations world-

wide were awarded this prestigious award. The 

Service Above Self Award is given for exempla-

ry humanitarian service with an emphasis on 

personal volunteer efforts and active involve-

ment in helping others through Rotary. 
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