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Meet our newest Rotary MemberMeet our newest Rotary MemberMeet our newest Rotary MemberMeet our newest Rotary Member    

Laura EllenwoodLaura EllenwoodLaura EllenwoodLaura Ellenwood    

    
Imagine that feeling you get when you enter a beautiful and 
well-crafted space. At Ellenwood Homes, the creation of dis-
tinctive, inviting, and well-built environments is their guiding 

principal. 

 

The company is owned by Marc Brillon and Lara Ellenwood, a 
husband and wife team based in Nelson. Marc is a home 
builder who specializes in energy efficient homes, using the 
Built Green certification system. He has a certificate in Archi-
tectural and Building Engineering Technology from BCIT and 
is passionate about learning, continually upgrading his skills to 
grow with the ever-changing construction industry. As a 
young man, Marc began building homes in Eastern Canada and 
came back to the profession full-time in 2001, working for a 

few select builders and renovators in BC’s Lower Mainland. 

 

Lara is a registered interior designer who graduated from the University of Manitoba’s faculty 
of Architecture / department of Interior Design. She worked in the field of corporate (office) 
design for a few years before finding her niche in custom residential design. Lara spent thir-
teen years working in Vancouver with Robert Ledingham, one of the premier interior design-
ers in Canada. With Robert as her mentor, Lara honed her skills and had the opportunity to 
work on many different projects, from high-end homes to multi-family developments 

(condos). 

 

In 2007, Marc and Lara decided to become self-employed and so created Ellenwood Homes. 
The decision was made partly because they were starting a family and wanted to have more 
flexibility in their careers. They also knew they eventually wanted to leave the big city life 
behind and move to a smaller, more community focused centre. Marc had lived in Nelson 
before, plus Marc’s brother and mother live in Slocan, so the decision to move there was an 
easy one for the couple and their young son. The healthy active lifestyle, beautiful surround-
ings, and the great variety of wonderful people who call this region home made the 
Kootenays a very appealing location. Since the spring of 2010, Ellenwood Homes has been 
operating in Nelson and continues to provide excellence in interior design and custom 

homes to clients near and far. 

 

As part of their mandate to provide healthy and energy efficient living environments, Ellenwood 
Homes works whenever possible with local suppliers. Not only does that support the local economy, 
in some cases it also decreases the impact of shipping products over long distances. Lara and Marc 
are pleased to have discovered so many amazing products and services in the region and look for-

ward to discovering many more.   

Dates to Remember:  

• Sept 20—Sept 24— 
WaCanId Ride 

• October 8 - Fall District 
Assembly in Spokane 
(Membership & The Ro-
tary Foundation semi-
nars) 

• November 25— Wine 
Pairing Evening (club 
fundraiser) at Selkirk 
College 

 

 

Sept, 2011 

Membership Membership Membership Membership 

Development Development Development Development 

MonthMonthMonthMonth     

• Polio Day 2011 2 

• Outward Bound 
Exchange Student 
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• New Generations 

• Interact 
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• 5th Tuesday 5 

• Senior’s Games 6 
 

• Marc and Lisa  
Honorat  

7 
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Take Action on World Polio Day:24 October, 2011Take Action on World Polio Day:24 October, 2011Take Action on World Polio Day:24 October, 2011Take Action on World Polio Day:24 October, 2011    

 

The involvement by the New Generation will have a significant impact fulfilling the objectives for World Polio 
Day on 24 October, 2011. 

Rotarians, Interactors, Rotaractors, and others can use World Polio Day, 24 October, to promote polio eradica-
tion,organize fundraisers, and engage youth in the critical final stages of this campaign. 

Interact clubs have already raised more than US$253,000 for Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge for polio eradi-
cation. Rotaract clubs are close behind with $176,000. Interact and Rotaract clubs that make a donation using 
an Interact Club Contribution Form or Rotaract Club Contribution Form receive a certificate of appreciation 
from The Rotary Foundation. 

               

"A"A"A"After 20 years of hard work, Rotary and its partners are on the brink of eradicating this tenacious disease, but 
a strong push is needed now to root it out once and for all. It is a window of opportunity of historic proportions. 

Your contribution will help Rotary raise $200 million to match $355 million in challenge grants received from the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The resulting $555 million will directly support immunization campaigns in de-
veloping countries, where polio continues to infect and paralyze children, robbing them of their futures and 
compounding the hardships faced by their families. 

As long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in the world, children everywhere remain at risk. The 
stakes are that high." 
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What being an outbound exchange student meant to me:What being an outbound exchange student meant to me:What being an outbound exchange student meant to me:What being an outbound exchange student meant to me:    
Lauren DeGroot Lauren DeGroot Lauren DeGroot Lauren DeGroot –––– Norway 2010\2011 Norway 2010\2011 Norway 2010\2011 Norway 2010\2011    

 

A year ago, Norway was just another oddly shaped country on the globe that sits in the corner of my room.  
Over eleven months, two new families, plenty of laugher and awkward moments, and lots of new friends, that 
little country became my second home. I was sceptical to becoming an exchange student when I first applied, 
but continued through the paperwork, never really believing it would happen.  But it did; the Norwegian flag 
covered in goodbyes hanging on my bedroom wall and the new language flitting around in my mind are evi-
dence of the best year of my life so far, as a Rotary Youth Exchange student. 

Through living as a local 
rather than a tourist and going 
to school I got a good per-
spective on Norwegian life 
and culture, having so much 
time to pick up on differences 
between Canada and Norway. 
One of my favourite parts of 
being an exchange student 
was the challenge of using 
another language, how com-
municating went from being 
second nature to a puzzle that 
had to be solved.  I can’t even 
explain how much fun it is to 
beat your host family at scrab-
ble in their own language, 
convince the train conductor 
that you’re a local, or just 
have a long conversation in a 
language you’d never heard of 
a year before. 

I kept a blog throughout the 
year, and on it is a list of 
things I’d never done before I 

went on exchange. I’d never taken a train, been north of the Arctic Circle, eaten reindeer or sheep’s eyeball, 
thought in three different languages at once, or even been outside of North America. All these little landmarks 
were amazing, but the best part was just being a Norwegian and adapting to a new country so that it became 
my own. I never would’ve thought you could get so attached to a place in such a short amount of time, but I 
already miss speaking Norwegian and all the incredible people I met there. I’m so thankful I had the opportu-
nity to be a Rotary Youth Exchange student; it was a year I’ll never forget!! 
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Did You Know Did You Know Did You Know Did You Know ----  New Generations   New Generations   New Generations   New Generations ---- is the 5th Avenue of  Service is the 5th Avenue of  Service is the 5th Avenue of  Service is the 5th Avenue of  Service  

The commitment to getting youth and young adults actively involved in Rotary was strengthened in 2010 when 

representatives at the Council on Legislation approved New Generations as the fifth Avenue fifth Avenue fifth Avenue fifth Avenue of Service.   

New Generations Service acknowledges the positive change implemented by youth and young adults involved 

in leadership development activities, community and international service, and exchange programs that en-

rich and foster world peace and cultural understanding. Programs include RYLA, Rotaract, Interact, 

and Rotary Youth Exchange.  

New Generations joins Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, and International Service as an 

Avenue of Service. Before starting a project, Rotarians are asked to think broadly about how their club and its 

members could contribute within each avenue.  

How do How do How do How do YouYouYouYou  get involved in the 5th Avenue of Service “New Generations”?  get involved in the 5th Avenue of Service “New Generations”?  get involved in the 5th Avenue of Service “New Generations”?  get involved in the 5th Avenue of Service “New Generations”?    

    

What is Interact?What is Interact?What is Interact?What is Interact?    
 

Interact is Rotary International’s service club for young people ages 12 to 18. Interact clubs are sponsored by individual 

Rotary clubs, which provide support and guidance, but they are self-governing and self-supporting. 

Club membership varies greatly. Clubs can be single gender or mixed, large or small. They can draw from the student body of a sin-

gle school or from two or more schools in the same community. 

Each year, Interact clubs complete at least two community service projects, one of which furthers international understanding and 

goodwill. Through these efforts, Interactors develop a network of friendships with local and overseas clubs and learn the importance 

of 

• Developing leadership skills and personal integrity 

• Demonstrating helpfulness and respect for others 

• Understanding the value of individual responsibility and hard work 

• Advancing international understanding and goodwill 

As one of the most significant and fastest-growing programs of Rotary service, with more than 10,700 clubs in 109 countries and geo-
graphical areas, Interact has become a worldwide phenomenon. Almost 200,000 young people are involved in Interact. 
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Marc and Lisa Honorat founded Haiti ARISE Ministries from a vision of planting a Bible College to help 
train godly leaders. This vision grew to encompass everything that Haiti ARISE is now endeavoring to accom-
plish to help the Haitian people. Marc is a native Haitian and has a desire to see change in his nation because 
he knows the peoples' plight so well as he experienced it himself. 

Born into an impoverished family of 15 children, his parents 
gave him up with some of their other children, with the hope 
that they would receive better care. Marc’s father was a voo-
doo priest, which brought even more poverty to the family as 
he sacrificed his animals and crops to the devil. Marc, how-
ever, was spared from the influence of voodoo when at the 
age of five he was given to a lady to be her restavek, a term 
for a Haitian slave child, in exchange for food and shelter. 
Sleeping on the floor and receiving one meal a day was his 
payment for cooking, cleaning, carrying water, and working 
in the garden for his mistress. He was not permitted to attend 
school and was often treated harshly. This is still a very com-
mon practice in Haiti. 

At age twelve he was rescued by his brother and placed in a 
children’s home, where he was allowed to attend school for 
the first time. Thanks to the sponsorship of a very generous 
and loving Canadian woman, he was able to graduate high 

school at age twenty-five. He then attended Caribbean Christ for the Nations Bible College in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, for two years, and finished his Bachelor’s Degree in Theology at Evangel Bible College in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. His heart has always been to go back to guide and encourage the people of Haiti toward 
change. 

It was in Jamaica that Marc met Lisa, born in Washington state to a family of six. Raised in a Christian home, 
Lisa has long felt the call of God on her life to be a missionary and pastor’s wife. When her first opportunity for 
ministry came, it was to Jamaica. This was a life-changing experience for her, not only because she met Marc, 
but also because it taught her what it really meant to lay down her life for others in need. Marc and Lisa quickly 
knew that God called them together, even though circumstances made it seem impossible. 

They began a three-year long-distance courtship, during which time Lisa served in Rome, Italy, teaching Afri-
can and Filipino refugee children in the International Christian School of Rome, and Marc returned to Haiti. In 
1999 they were reunited in Canada, attending the same Bible school together, and were married in  May 2000. 

They then began ministering in Haiti one to three times a year, bringing food and clothing to the poor, evangel-
izing, holding leaders’ and couples’ conferences, and visiting various churches. In March 2004 they moves to 
Haiti and now live and work with Haiti ARISE Ministries as overseers and directors of the ministry. They also 
travel to the US and Canada one or two times a year to share the vision and progress of the ministry, meet with 
the Haiti ARISE teams, and build relationship with the supporting churches, businesses, and individuals.  
 
Marc and Lisa have three children: Asher Isaac, born January 10, 2004 and two daughters, Miesha Isabel 
Grace, born February 19th, 2006 and Jasmine Talia, born May 13, 2008. The Honorat's hope to have more chil-
dren of their own or to adopt. They are dedicated to their calling to Haiti and plan to raise their children to 
share in their heart to touch others' lives. 

Nelson Rotary Daybreak has been supporting “Haiti Arise” Nelson Rotary Daybreak has been supporting “Haiti Arise” Nelson Rotary Daybreak has been supporting “Haiti Arise” Nelson Rotary Daybreak has been supporting “Haiti Arise” 
for a number of  years now.for a number of  years now.for a number of  years now.for a number of  years now.    

Who are the founders?Who are the founders?Who are the founders?Who are the founders?    


